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Mary, wife of Rev. Thomas Smith, died December 14, 1791. 

Sarah Smith and Benjamin Dabney were married October 11, 1791. 

First son born August 29, 1794, and died at the age of four weeks. 

Second son born 11th May 1796 and died November following. 

Thomas Gregory Smith Dabney was born January 4, 1798. (Ihis was Col. 
Dabney so well known throughout the South. He was the father of Mrs. 
Susan Dabney Smedes, author of Memoirs of a Southern Planter, which had 
such a favorable notice from Mr. Gladstone. He was also father of Virginius 
Dabney, author of Don Miff, and whose son is Prof. Dabney of the Univer- 
sity.) 

Philip Augustine Lee Dabney was born March 4th, 1800. 

Martha Burwell Dabney was born September 15, 1802. (She married Dr. 
Lewis W. Chamberlayne, April 11, 1820, son of Edward Pye Ohamberlayne, of 
King William county. Dr. Ohamberlayne was a prominent physician at Kich- 
mond, and one of the founders of the Medical College. Their daughter, 
Parke, married Dr. George W. Bagby, of Richmond, though a native of Buck- 
ingham county. He was a writer and lecturer of some note. ) 

William Alfred Haynham Dabney was born January 5th, 1805, and died 
March, 1809. 

James Benjamin Dabney was born November 1st, 1806. 

Benjamin Dabney, Senr, died May 25, 1806. 

OoL William Hartwell Macon (b. March 2, 1752, d. Aug. 24, 1848. First 
wife was Miss Hite, sister of Major Isaac Hite of "Belle Grove," Frederick 
Go.) of New Kent Co., and Sarah Dabney (widow of Benjamin Dabney), were 
married August 4, 1814. 

Mary Smith Macon was born July 18, 1815. 

John Augustine Macon was born June 22, 1817 and died October 3rd of 
the same year. 

Sarah Macon, wife of William Hartwell Macon, died December 21st, 1851. 



ORIGINAL LETTERS. 
Col. John Taylor l to Edmund Pendleton. 

Peince Town April 13, 1777. 
Hon* Sir 

We have at length arrived to a place called camp & are com- 
manded by a man called a Major General, for either of which de- 
nominations there appears to be equal reason. Prom such an ex- 
ordium you will naturally conclude that we have been unfortunate, 
but you will be greatly deceived, for I do aver that the loss of 200 
men and General Sinclair, said to be surprised and taken last 
night at a place about 20 miles distant from this, is less than we 
had reason to expect, and I shall consider the commencement of 

1 The original of this letter is in the State Library. Edmund Pendleton 
■was an nncle of Taylor. 
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the campain as exceedingly fortunate, if our diminution of num- 
bers should stop there. Tou are perhaps Sir the only man to 
whom I would express myself as freely as I do, and I would not 
do it to you, if I did not suppose you had by this time nearly re- 
covered from your hurt, and also that you would consider any in- 
formation of this sort, with which I shall furnish you, as confiden- 
tial. Know then Sir that our little army, not more than 2,000 
strong are scattered over the whole Jerseys at stations immensely 
distant from each other; — from Prince to Mori is town for instance 
is above 40 miles, and Prince town is within 17 of the enemy; 
these little cantonments on account of their weakness are daily 
liable to surprise, and I expect nothing more, than that they will 
play back our own game upon us, and unravel our army without 
opposition. This I believe is as strong a post as any, and here we 
have not (altho' Major General Putnam commanding) more than 
400 men, and for these not more than 2000 rounds of ammunition;. 
5 to a man; so that if we are attacked, safety can only be pur- 
chased at the expense of our honor, for we are not sufficiently 
strong to make such an opposition as to give us an opportunity to 
preserve that inestimable Jewel at the expense of our lives. The 
desertions from our army are to the last degree alarming, some 
companies having lost 30 odd men; of these many go to the 
enemy, and by a desertion of theirs (an accident that rarely hap- 
pens) we learn that 30 have come in with their arms a day. 

This misfortune is not likely to stop, because its causes cannot 
be removed; the I s ' that the northern troops are mostly composed 
of foreigners ; the 2 d that the congress have greatly deceived the 
men in their enlistments; explicib and frequent promises have 
been made of good and speedy clothing; but we ourselves, altho' 
we were amongst the foremost of the troops, were detained week 
after week, and at last sent off, with one sixth of our men naked, 
and J d without Blankets; and what is the most monstrous of all 
is that altho' the resolution of Congress ran in the disjunctive, pro- 
mising the men a suit of Clothes or 20 dollars, yet they begin now 
to talk of making the men pay any additional price that they may 
cost over the 20 dollars, which will in my opinion cause a mutiny, 
if it should take place. Indeed I find that soldiers here are sacri- 
ficed for the private emolument of Commissaries, Q r Masters, Sur- 
geons, Phisicians, barrack masters and Captains. The low pay of 
officers first led them to fraud, in order to support themselves, and 
were it now to be raised, they would not forego the habit they have 
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acquired. The armies of the northern states are really mercena- 
ries, and being foreigners, have no attachment to the country, ex- 
cept what accrues from the emoluments of the service. The high 
price of commodities having made these contemptible, the defence 
of America must revert to its original safeguard, to wit: the yeo- 
manry; and as very many of those of the middle states are tories, 
and the inhabitants of the extreme states mostly undisciplined, I 
augur ill of events, at least until injury replete shall have put the 
match more generally to the hearts of our people. Hope for the 
best, but at the same time fear the worst; I wish, I wish from my 
soul we had more Virginias than one, but as we have not, the 
honour of preserving America must be acquired by one alone. 

My honoured Sir farewell, and believe me to be 

Tr. most aff nephew 
John Tayxor 

[Addressed] "To 

" The Hon 1 ' Edmund Pendleton Esquire 
"Caroline County 
" To be taken out of the mail \ " Virginia." 

at Fredericksburg and given >• 
to the New Castle rider" ) 

1. A. Coles 1 to Henby St. George Tucker. 2 

Amherst July 20 th 1799. 
Dear Friend, 

I have just time to inform you that I exist. It is now near 
twelve & I shall leave this early in the morning. I spent the last 
week like a perfect Hermit shut up in my Boom without one single 
soul to converse with. Tour letter came very apropos. I should 
have been perfectly melancholy. Cabell 3 left me on Monday even- 
ing last for the Springs; his Father is in a very low state & he has 
gone to take care of him. It will probably (be) some weeks before 
he returns. He desires me to offer this as his excuse for not 
writing. 

I am happy to address you by your new title A. B. as I am con- 
vinced it will be serviceable to you. It will serve to give you a 

1 Isaac A. Coles, A. B., probably brother of Edward Coles, Governor of 
Illinois. He was son of Walter Coles and Mary Tucker. 

s Son of Judge St George Tucker (second Professor of Law in William 
and Mary), member of Congress, and Professor of Law at the University of 
Virginia, father of the present John Randolph Tucker. 

3 Joseph C. Cabell, A. B., of Amherst, afterwards so distinguished, 
8 
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start to usher you into public life & you will know well enough 
how to maintain every such ground that you gain. I know that 
there are some who conceive that degrees are prejudicial or at best 
mere baubles. But this in my opinion can never be the case un- 
less where they are confered indiscriminately & where there 
are not talents to support them. This can seldom happen in regu- 
lar degrees & it is of regular degrees that I am speaking. 

The public prints are filled with enconiums on your noble exhi- 
bition; it really affords me heartfelt pleasure to hear of the honours 
my Old Fellow students have acquired, & of the gaining or rather 
reviving reputation of our Alma Mater. I think seriously that 
the present exhibition will operate very much to its advantage. 
Each fond Father as he peruses the Eulogy that has been be- 
stowed on you will imagine him a student, & of course an orator. 
He hears his fame in like manner transported abroad. He listens 
to it with rapture. This is too fascinating a picture to be resisted. 

But I am afraid, Tucker, this change will be more gradual than 
we should at first suppose. The tide of prejudice runs strong 
against it. A parcell of Dam'd fools are afraid their children will 
learn to Dance or game or drink &c &c. I have been half vexed 
all of my life with such Boobys. They will neither listen to reason 
or be persuaded. 

It may be prejudice but I have ever thought, & still think that 
William & Mary is the best place on the continent for the educa- 
tion of young men. I will not say Boys. 

If they do not acquire more knowledge they at least acquire 
more liberality & more ambition than at any other place in the 
world. They appear at once to discover their own ignorance & the 
immense tract that they have to traverse before they arrive at emi- 
nence. They appear to learn merely how to be wise & retire to 
pursue the bare & laborious plans of study which they have 
chalked out for themselves; & after being buryed for five or six 
years we see them emerge from their hiding places, & shine forth 
with a splendor that dazzles the continent. 

We have only to look around us to see instances. I would quote 
Thompson, 1 but he is too melancholy an instance. But to come 

1 John Thompson, born in 1777, and educated at William and Mary, was 
deemed in his day a prodigy of eloquence and genius. He died at the early 
age of twenty-two, but his speeches at the bar and on the stump, and his let- 
ters over the signature of Oasca, Gracchus, and Ourtius, attacking the policy of 
the Federal party, had drawn upon him every eye. George Hay, the cele- 
brated lawyer who wrote a sketch of him, is unbounded in his praise. 
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down four or five years lower, let us hunt up our old companions. 
Are they not like a parcell of pismires ? — even more industrious, 
for they labor both summer & winter, & during the night as well 
as the day. Most of our illustrious Heroes & patriots have been 
educated in the bosom of our much loved Mother. The names of 
Jefferson & Washington ' will alone suffice. 

I do not know whether to attribute this turn in the great mass 
of the students of W & M College to our peculiar national situation 
or to some peculiarities in the Institution itself, or whether indeed it 
may not be owing to mere accident from an impulse which they 
may have received from the example of some striking & popular 
Genius. This last I think is more probably the correct idea espe- 
cially when we consider how much man in general is indebted for 
his passions & character to those by whom he is surrounded. 

The spirit of skepticism which so much prevailed & which every 
student acquired as soon as he touched the threshhold of the col- 
lege is certainly the first step towards knowledge; it puts the mind 
in a proper state not only to receive, but also to receive correctly. 
That it leads to Deism, atheism &c I will acknowledge, but on the 
same grounds we may object to reason. Skepticism indeed only 
gives it the reins. 2 

But Tucker I shall write all night if I go on at this rate. I must 
at least vary my subject. What the D— 1 has become of Cooper? 3 
I have not heard a syllable of him since I left college. Some of 
his friends were apprehensive that he was blotted from the book 
of existence, and was not the doctrine of metempsychosis abandoned 
I should have supposed that he had become a bullfrog or a catfish. 

I apprehend that notwithstanding the many disadvantages this 
young man labors under he will one day arrive at eminence. Such 
immense application with such unbounded ambition must raise 
their possessor much above the common mass of mankind. 

1 Washington never attended the course at the college, but he stood an ex- 
amination before the Faculty for a surveyor's commission, and this commission 
■was equivalent to a degree in engineering. 

8 The study of the natural sciences and experimental philosophy was in- 
troduced at William and Mary by Dr. William Small, of Birmingham, Eng. 
Governor Fauquier was an ardent devotee, and in his will left his body for 
scientific purposes. Jefferson was brought up under this influence, and even 
James Madison, the Bishop, imbibed the spirit. Natural philosophy was his 
favorite study. William and Mary was the hot-bed of the Eepublican party, 
with its doctrines of freedom in thought and government. It was a revolt 
against the superstition of the past, but ran with some into the other extreme. 

3 Wills Cooper, A. B. (1799), of North Carolina. 
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What has become of Burwell, 1 Deans, 8 Nimmo, 3 and our old 
friend Arthur Lee.* It would afford me much pleasure to hear 
how they were travelling on, thro' this rugged world. I heard 
not long since that Arthur had carried his Democratic principle* 
so far as to make the common mechanicks & apprentices of Norfolk 
his intimate Friends, & that he would sometimes attempt to declaim 
in this * * * ety. How very dangerous it is for Young men * * * 
on the wide theatre of the world without having acquired any fixed 
principles. He resembles a ship in a tempestuous ocean without 
a rudder. 

Tucker, I am almost asleep. I did not intend, when I began, to 
write more than half a page & I now find myself almost at the 
bottom of the 3d. I never know when to stop, when I am writing 
to you. I shall expect to hear from you shortly, direct to Warren, 
Albemarle. I expect to leave this State for Kentucky in about a 
month, but I will write you again before I decamp. 
Farewell, 

I. A. Coles. 

Major John Pryor 6 to Major Thomas Massie. 6 

Eichmond 26 th December 1789 
Dear Sir, 

Tour two letters the last by Col Magill and the one last spring 
came duly to hand. I should have acknowledged your first by 
same conveyance had I not have expected the pleasure, of seeing 
you in the course of the summer in a tour I intended taking with 
my wife to the Sweet Springs to recover her health. We calculat- 
ed on meeting with you at the Warm springs whither I heard you 
intended going, — but a course of medicine which was recommend- 
ed rendered it impossible to travel and in the end proving of great 

1 Nathaniel Burwell, A. B., of Carter's Grove, James City county. 

2 Josiah Deans, A. B., of Gloucester county. 

8 William Nimmo, subsequently a distinguished lawyer. 

4 Dr. Edmund J. Lee in his Lee of Virginia mentions as living about this 
time Arthur Lee, son of Kendall Lee, and Arthur, son of Capt. Arthur Lee of 
Maryland; which was he of the text? 

6 This was Major John Pryor, who was captain-lieutenant and major, 
aide-de-camp to General Alexander during the Revolution. He kept a reputa- 
ble public garden, where he lived in Eichmond. His wife went off with Charles 
Fremont, and became the mother of General John Charles Fremont. 

•Thomas Massie was captain Sixth Virginia regiment, March 11, 1776; 
major Eleventh Virginia, February 20, 1778; transferred to Second Virginia 
September 14, 1778; resigned June 25, 1779. 
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benefit prevented our trip — for my own part I never enjoyed a 
greater share of health than for two years past. I now weigh 
about 225 lb which is a burthensome w* for me. I rejoice sincerely 
at hearing by your last letter that you have recovered your health 
again, which I hope you will continue to enjoy. 

I have delayed writing you so soon as I should waiting a Con- 
sultation between Doct' McClurg 1 & Doct McCaw 8 of this place on 
the subject of your son I mentioned to Doct' McClurg what you 
requested who shewed every disposition to your wishes except of 
the young Gentleman's being with him. He offers his best advice 
& the full use of his Books and recommended Dr McCaw as a fit 
person to take charge of him. McCaw is a nephew of McClurg's 
and a Man of great abilities and getting into great practice par- 
ticularly as a Surgeon and to be brief I think him one of the 
greatest men in his profession in America. He has the best modern 
collection of books in this place & is a member of the Richmond 
Literary Society & can command the renting these Books & with 
these advantages the Doctor is willing to take your son for three 
years to be bound at setting in to live in his House & colleague 
with one other young gentleman to which number the Doctor 
means to confine himself, after which two or three years in Edin- 
borough is recommended, short of w* both those Gent" think it 
would not be so proper to go to Europe. Should this establish- 
ment meet your approbation the Doct would be glad to know from 
you immediately as he has the offer of a young Gent", but from 
the recommendation of Doct' McClurg and myself he has given 
you the preference. 

I have my good friend, in this case Interested myself as for a 
child of my own and should you approve of the arrangement I 
have made send your Boy to me & I will introduce him to the 
Doct r and adopt him during his stay in this place. I omitted one 
other and most essential thing in speaking of Doct' McCaw, he is 
a firm friend of his country & no Democrat & I believe his great- 
est gratification would be to make brilliant characters of the two 
young Gent" he means to attend to, and the regular course you 
seem inclined to pursue with your son's studies operated much 
with the Doct' in the preference he has shown 

I condole sincerely with you in the loss of our worthy old leader 
& patriot Gen 1 Washington * . . . the democrats are determined to 

1 Dr. James McClurg. 

* James Drew McCaw, grandfather of the present Dr. James B. McCaw. 

3 These words worn away. 
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carry every thing before them; the resolutions now before the 
House which will certainly be carried will serve to shew what may 
be expected— the resolutions are form'd by Maddison seconded & 
supported by J. Taylor, Giles [&c], and go far beyond those of the 
last session 

As I expect shortly to hear from you I will only add my good 
wishes for your health & happiness and that of M™ Massie & fam- 
ily to w oh those of my wife [are] subjoined & are in hopes we shall 
have the pleasure of M rs Massie w'" you at our House in May next 
che time you have appointed to come down In the meantime 

I am D Sir 

Y r f d & H bl6 Ser 4 

J Pryor. 

To Maj r Thomas Massie 

Frederick County 

Cornelius Calvert to Anthony Walke. 

Virginia, Norfolk. 

April 8 th 1802 
Dear Grandson, 

Tours Under Date March 15" 1 came to hand a few 
Days ago The Contents of the form r parts of it is Eeasonable and 
Plesant a Noufe the Latter part of it only serves to Hurt your 
Grandfathers feelings you want me to apply to M r Bachus in Eegard 
to your Chariton which is Wrong in you soe to Doe and you Want 
me to Lett you ware a Gold Watch your Grandfather thinks it 
Time a Noufe for you as a Youth to Ware one when you arrive at 
the age of 21 when you are to take Possession of what your Parents 
has Left you, and if you take as good care of it as I doe it will 
make you a happy Man. But if you Squander it away in Gold 
watches &c, it will only make you afterwards miserable and am 
afraid you have paid very Little Eegard to the Petersburg Intelli- 
gencer that I enclosed to you sometime agoe: in Sep 1 Next you 
then will be 19 years of Age. I only Want you to stay at Tale 
College untill you are 20 and then if I am alive I shall want you to 
come here and Assist me in the Collection and Manigment of your 
Parents Estat and whereas you have been Under the Derection of 
those Worthy Gentlemen towitt : M r Woodward M r Bacchus and 
President Dwight if you dont gitt a good Education and turn out 
a good moral man you will have noe one to blame but yourself and 
I now Inclose you a United State Banks Note for fifty Dollars, 
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N° 3042, which I hope will Gitt safe to hand and May health and 
Happyness Attend you is the Desier of your aged Grandfather 

Cobnelids Calvert Sen r v 
Yesterday I Eeceived a Letter from M r Bacchus who writes me 
very favourable in your Behalf which gives Me Hopes you may 
yett Turn out a Good Morrel Man 
[Addressed] 

M r Anthony Walke 

At Yale College Newhaven 
Connecticut 
To the care of the 
Bev d President Dwight. 



ISLE OF WIGHT COUNTY. 

Papers Belating to Bacon's Bebellion. 
[Extracted from the County Beeords.J 

BY THE EDITOB. 

Case of John Marshall and s others. 
Wee the subscribed haveing drawne up A paper in behalfe of y* 
Inhabitants of Isle of Wight County as y e greivances of y e sd 
County w ch sd paper wee have given A coppy to y" Bight hono We his 
Ma ties Com 13 : 

'Cornelius Calvert married Mary Saunders 29th July, 1719, in Princess 
Anne Co., Va., and had issue: Cornelius Calvert of the text, born 13th 
March, 1723, who married Elizabeth Thorowgood 19th March, 1749. Their 
daughter, Mary Calvert, married William Walke, 21st December, 1782. Their 
descendants were : (1), Anthony of the text, born in Norfolk county, Septem- 
ber, 1783. He was educated at Yale College, was a member of the Virginia 
Legislature, sent by President Jefferson to deliver to the Dey of Algiers the 
tribute exacted of Christian nations by the Barbary Powers (grandson of Cor- 
nelius Calvert). (2), Elizabeth Mason married George Mcintosh. (3), Mary 
Calvert married T>. M. Curtis. (4), Wm. Walke (grandfather of W. Talbot 
Walke, now of Norfolk) married Elizabeth Nash. (5), Anna M. married 
Thomas Williamson. Cornelius Calvert, first named, came to Princess Anne 
county, Va., from Lancaster, England. He bore arms similar to the English 
family of Calverts. 

2 John Marshall was one of Bacon's supporters in 1676. When the commis- 
sioners came from England and opened their office at Swan's Point, Jamestown 
being burnt, Marshall and the rest of the subscribers to this paper made 
complaint against Berkeley's administration, which they were afterwards in- 
duced to recall as the paper shows. John Marshall's will was proved June 9, 
1688, and mentions son Humphry, daughter Mary, a "youngest son" [un- 
named], and brothers Humphry Marshall and Peter Best. 



